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A BRIEF ACCOUNT 
OF THE TRUE NATURE OF 

THE "UFO ENTITIES" 
by Gordon Creighton © 1983

This article was first published in the quar -
terly UFO journal Flying Saucer Review in
October 1983 (vol. 29, no. 1) and reprinted
due to popular demand in F S R, Autumn
1988 (vol. 33, no. 3). 

Our congratulations to Flying Saucer
R e v i e w for reaching a significant mile -
stone:  its 50th year of publishing ground -
breaking ufological news.  

— Editor 

One of the more curious features of
the followers of the various reli-
gions is that being so dogmatically

certain that in their own particular little
faith they already possess the whole Truth
about all things in Heaven and Earth, it
almost never occurs to any of them to look
elsewhere and find out what the followers
of other religions may know or may have
discovered.

This is certainly a pity, for study of all
the great world-religions—and notably
Islam—would yield valuable clues as to the
true nature of the so-called "UFO
phenomenon" and would rapidly eliminate
much of the fatuous "space-age
mythology" that has been spawned in such
profusion over the last three decades.

Islam knows, in fact, of the existence of
t h r e e entirely separate and distinct species
of intelligent beings in the Universe, and
indeed can furnish surprisingly precise
details regarding their natures, roles and
activities.

Angels, Men and Jinns 
The first category is, of course, that of

the Angels or Messengers (Greek: Angelos;
Hebrew: M a l a c h; Arabic: M a l a k).  These
are high beings created of light.

The third category is that of M e n, with
bodies created, according to the Qur'an, of
c l a y, or, in other words, this being poetic
language, they have physical bodies assem-
bled from the mineral and chemical ele-
ments of our Periodic Table—the "plane-
tary body", as Gurdjieff called it.

The second category, however, and the
one with which we are here concerned, is
the category of those beings (created before
man was) who are referred to collectively
in Arabic as a l - J i n n.  Although there is
some dispute about it among Arabic gram-
marians, most of their lexicologists seem to
hold that the word derives (as Arabic words
almost invariably do) from a verb root,
namely j a n n a, "to hide or to conceal"—
indeed, a very fitting derivation for the
name of these creatures.

Whereas the bodies of Angels are of
light and the bodies of men are of the gross
elements of the Earth, the bodies of al-Jinn
consist of what is variously translated as

"essential fire" or "essential flame",
"smokeless fire" or "smokeless flame", and
it is specifically stated in the Qur'an (surah
XV, 26 and 27) that they were created
before mankind was.  (Some scholars have
speculated that these might be the "pre-
Adamic men" whose existence is hinted at
here and there in the Holy Bible.)

There has been much debate among
modern students of Arabic as to precisely
what these terms min nari al-samumi a n d
min marijin min narin can conceivably
mean in modern parlance, and some
scholars have concluded that, in using these
terms, the Prophet Muhammad (the peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) was
here attempting to describe what Western
occultists have tried to describe by such
terms as e t h e r, or maybe the so-called
etheric or astral planes .  (I have also seen
it suggested that some sort of p l a s m a i s
indicated.)

(Needless to say, such concepts as
etheric plane and astral plane have no
meaning for modern science and, so far as I
know, apart from Dirac the physicists have
abandoned their speculations regarding the
existence of an ether.)

The Source of the Jinns 
Wherever it is that the Jinns are thought

of as being normally located, it seems high-
ly likely that the source of many of them, at
any rate, is not very distant from us.  Some
Muslim scholars who have become aware
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of the current Western research into the so-
called "UFO phenomenon", and have
reflected awhile upon it, have concluded—
and I think correctly—that maybe the best
way we can start to visualise these matters
is by thinking of the Jinns as being v e r y
close indeed to us, and yet, at the same
time, somehow very far from us ; in other
words, on some other dimension or in some
other space/time framework, "right here" or
maybe in a world of antimatter right here,
or occupying, as it were, some other uni-
verse that is here, behind Alice's mirror—
"a mirror-universe on the other side of the
space-time continuum", as it has been neat-
ly put by some investigators.  

The Qur'an, however, is not clear on this,
and admittedly it looks as though it is very
possible that some of the Jinns could be
fully physical and what we call
e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l, while other species of
them are of an altogether finer sort of
matter, corresponding to what various UFO
investigators have tried to indicate by such
terms as ultraterrestrial or metaterrestrial. 

In thinking about these ideas, we might
bear in mind the theory of the Russian
philosopher P. D. Ouspensky regarding the
possible existence of other, more subtle,
levels of matter on which the elements of
the Periodic Table of our own chemical
world are repeated—and, if I understand
him aright, repeated more than once, on
more than one level.  The early writings of
Dr Meade Layne in the USA about the
"dense etheric world", from which he
maintained that the UFO entities and their
craft originated, should also be borne in
mind.  Certain of the benevolent Jinns may
well be our "Guardians".

That there is some close affinity or some
link of destiny between Jinns and mankind
seems certain, for although the vast
majority of the Jinns are devils, s h a y t a n s,
nevertheless we are assured in the Qur'an
that some among their many species are
"goodies" and are capable of salvation.  For
it is specifically stated that Muhammad
was sent as a Messenger to both mankind
and the Jinns, so that, in the "Final Days",
some of the Jinns will enter into Paradise
while the rest of them will be cast down
into Hell.  Their revelation to Iblis, the Top
Devil ("Satan"), is in general somewhat
obscure.  In the Qur'an, Iblis is certainly
described as a Jinn; but elsewhere in the
Qur'an, he is also described as an Angel.
(Surely the explanation is that Iblis is that
same high being, originally of angelic

status, who rebelled against God and is
named in the Christian texts as "Lucifer"?)

Had we the space, much more might be
said about the Jinns and their doings, but
only a brief account of their main charac-
teristics can here be given.  Their principal
features, as listed below, are as I have gath-
ered them from all the Muslim written and
traditional sources that I have been able to
consult over the past 15 years.  Readers can
see for themselves the parallels with the
reported features of UFO entities and can
draw their own conclusions.  I hope I do
not have to labour the point, space being
precious.

Chief Characteristics of the Jinns 
1. In the normal state, they are not visi-

ble to ordinary human sight.
2. They are, however, capable of materi -

alising and appearing in the physical world.
And they can alternately make themselves
visible or invisible at will.

3. They can change shape and appear in
any sort of guise, large or small.  

4 . They are able also to appear in the
guise of animals. 

5 . They are inveterate liars and
deceivers, and delight in bamboozling and
misleading mankind with all manner of
nonsense.  (See the
average spiritualist
seance for examples
of their activities, and
also the usual "com-
munications" from
UFO entities in close-
encounter cases.) 

6. They are addict-
ed to the abduction or
kidnapping of
humans. 

7 . They delight in
tempting humans into
sexual intercourse and
liaisons with them,
and Arabic literature
abounds with
accounts of this kind
of contact by mankind
with both the "good-
ies" and the "baddies"
among the Jinns.
There is also even a
considerable number
of accounts of
encounters between
the "goodies" and
famous Muslim

saints.  For example, the book Manaqib al-
Arifin has a number of very significant ref-
erences to contacts between such higher
beings and Jalal al-Din Rumi, Islam's great-
est mystical poet, who lived from 1207 to
1273.

In official Islam—and this cannot be
overemphasised—the existence of the Jinns
has always been completely accepted, even
legally, and even to this day in Islamic
jurisprudence.  The full consequences
implied by their existence were worked out
long ago.  Their legal status, in all respects,
was discussed and fixed, and the possible
relations between them and mankind, espe-
cially in relation to questions of marriage
and property(!), were seriously examined
by jurists—as the greatest and most author-
itative Western source, the E n c y c l o p a e d i a
of Islam, confirms.  

Stories of sexual commerce between
Jinns and mankind have been of perennial
interest to Arab readers, and it is important
at this point to mention that in Chinese lit-
erature (and in China, the Han population
are not Muslims; only certain of the smaller
minority peoples of the northwest and far
west are) there is also a considerable tradi-
tion of this sort which awaits examination
by ufologists.

THE TWILIGHT ZONE

"In light of developments this year, we have moderately revised our
list of future global liberation interventions:  the Bahamas, Western

Samoa, Antarctica, Transylvania, Euro-Disney and New Jersey."



62 • NEXUS www.nexusmagazine.com APRIL – MAY 2005

The great Arabic literary catalogue
known as the Fihrist, compiled in the year
373 of the Muslim calendar (CE 995) by
Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Abi Ya'qub al-
Nadim al-Warraq al-Baghdadi, lists no less
than 16 works dealing with this theme.
(Compare these with the European
occultists' records of sexual contact
between men and female sylphs as well as
the copious mediaeval Christian records
relating to incubi and succubi.)  

Most Westerners will discount all
this talk about the Jinns with the
usual argument that the Arabs "are
barbarians, anyway".  Let me there-
fore point out that, in CE 995, when
the Fihrist was written, the brilliant
civilisation of the Arabs was incom-
parably higher than anything else-
where in the world except for China,
and that the Christian, Western
Renaissance owes its origins as much
to our contact with Islam (via the
Crusades) as to the early percolation
of Greek learning to the West.  As a
matter of fact, quite a lot of the phi-
losophy and the literature of the Greeks
reached us first not in Greek at all, but in
the Arabic translations secured from
Cordoba and Toledo in Spain in the 10th
and 11th centuries when the Muslims still
held most of Spain.

It is only in the last few centuries, and
particularly since the Industrial Revolution
and the growth of modern materialistic sci-
ence, that the West has forged ahead.  But
in 1200 CE, Muslim science was in the

lead, particularly in such fields as medi-
cine, mathematics and astronomy, and it
would be grossly imprudent to assume that
our current "superiority" over them has
anything permanent about it.

8 . The Jinns are wont to snatch up
humans and teleport or transport them, set-
ting them down again—if indeed they ever
do set them down again—miles away from
where they were picked up, and all this in
"the twinkling of an eye".

9 . The Arabian tradition asserts that,
throughout all known history, there have
been a few particular human beings who,
through some strange favour, have "been in
league with the Jinns" or "had a compact
with the Jinns" to such a degree that the
Jinns have endowed them with what we
regard as "preternatural powers", i.e.,
psychic powers.  These humans have
consequently become known as "wonder-

w o r k e r s " ,
"soothsayers" and
"magicians" (either
"white" magicians or
"black" magicians,
depending of course
upon what sort of
Jinns they were in
league with).

Here again, com-
pare the European
tradition about indi-
viduals who have
discovered how to
collaborate with the
kingdom of the
sylphs or fairies.  For
example, there is the
case of the "working
partnership", not
more than 70 years
ago, between a sylph

and a highly successful Parisian dealer in
rare old books.  The sylph made its contri-
bution by acting as the "scout" and finding
out where and in whose possession the rare
books were.  All the dealer had to do then
was to approach the owners and offer to
buy!

10. Finally, along with all these displays
of prowess by the Jinns, there goes a
tremendous telepathic power and the ability
(to use an age-old term) to "cast a glamour"

over their human victims.  Our UFO
records are already full of evidence of
this.

Subtle Control and Interference
How much of what we see happen-

ing today, at the highest levels of
international politics as well as in
ordinary human affairs, can be attrib-
uted to this subtle control and inter-
ference in our lives by insidious and
unseen forces?  Indeed, this is one of
the prime reasons for the parlous state
in which man finds himself.  Some
recent reports from UFO investiga-
tors hint at alien plans to provoke war

here and drive the Gadarene swine
(mankind) over into the abyss.

The present-day Christians, who
generally seem to have very little sense of
curiosity, are apparently quite happy to
pass their days in total ignorance of all this.
But a careful study of the New Testament
(and only in the original Greek!) will show
clearly that nothing of what is said above
was unknown either to the Teacher and
Healer Jeshu of Nazareth or to his principal
followers, particularly Paul.  Incidentally,
Christians may like to know that in Islam
the full name and title of Jeshu is "Issa, Son
of Mary, Word of God".  

Long before the rise of Christianity or
Islam there were, of course, other great
teachers (messengers) who perceived
clearly the situation in which mankind
finds itself.  One of these was Zarathustra
(Zoroaster) in the old Iranian civilisation of
the Achaemenidae, about 600 or 700 years
BCE.  The great religious text left by
Zarathustra is the Avesta, which tells us
much about the demonic forces, referred to
under the blanket term of Ahriman, the
Enemy of Light.  Mankind, in this
teaching, is seen as a special creation of
Ormazd, the Supreme Spirit, who is locked
in permanent conflict with Ahriman.  

The soul of man is the object of the war,
and man himself is the battlefield.  

THE TWILIGHT ZONE
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have "been in league with 
the Jinns". 
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Dr Rudolf Steiner  
In our days, there has probably been no

teacher who saw and understood all this
more clearly than the great Austrian, Dr
Rudolf Steiner (1861–1925), founder of the
Anthroposophical Society.

Clairvoyant from childhood, Steiner saw
into the other worlds and planes and saw
deeply into the human heart, and no books
or teachings are so relevant as his are to the
crisis of mankind that is now upon us.  His
lectures throughout 1917, for example,
show clearly that he foresaw, in their
totality, the political, social and military
results and the police-state tyranny which
would inevitably follow from the Russian
Revolution, just as the "Lady" of the
apparitions at Fatima also did in the same
year.

Steiner foresaw what would result in the
world as a whole from a materialistic sci-
ence run mad:  the development of "test-
tube" man, "biological engineering" and
other horrors; the deliberate creation and
development of living monsters; and the
soulless, Godless, dehumanised, comput-
erised, insect-like chromium and plastic
slave world of 1 9 8 4 that may now be at
hand.

According to Steiner, a tremendous and
crucial round in the battle was fought out in
the last 30 years of the 19th century, and on
the Inner Planes, between the Forces of
Ahriman (the term he took over from
Zarathustra) and the Forces of Light.
These latter are conventionally known to
the Western, Christian tradition as the
"Cohorts of Michael".  Steiner said that the
fight ended in a complete victory for the
Light, but that as a result of it a great many
of the powerful demonic beings had been
actually cast down upon planet Earth, with
the consequence that their presence and
their influence now impinge more than
ever upon the prospects and the destiny of
mankind.

Steiner taught that the coming years will
see incredible upheavals, in the course of
which this great battle will be carried for-
ward to its conclusion, inside every human
heart.  (See Rudolf Steiner, "Der Sturz der
Geister der Finsternis" ["The Overthrow of
the Spirits of Darkness"], a series of lec-
tures given in 1917.) 

The objective of the Forces of Darkness
is to take over the stream of human evolu-
tion, to merge with it and to divert mankind
from the evolutionary development
"planned" for it.  The end result of this

would be new creatures in which those
qualities that represent the highest that we
know would have been eliminated.

Smart-alecky modern man of the Pop
Age, the "trousered ape" as he has been
called, has of course no use for all this sort
of "rubbish", and immense numbers of our
species have discarded all belief in the
existence of demons, along with any belief
in the Great Power that rules the Universe.

There is a delightful passage in C. S.
Lewis's Screwtape Letters where the Senior
Devil, talking to one of his underlings,
makes a profoundly important remark:  "Of
course, our greatest trump-card is the fact
that everybody k n o w s we don't exist" (or
words to that effect).  Similarly, the vast
majority of mankind k n o w s that Jinns and
UFOs and UFO entities don't exist.  And
what a nice advantage that is for the
entities!

But what if Homo sapiens were in for
some big shocks in the near future?  What
then?

With the recent advance of science, man
has rapidly become aware of the vastness
of the cosmos and of the probability that
there exist out there innumerable other
physical worlds inhabited by intelligent
beings, some of which, for all we know,
may be (as we dearly hope) identical with
men, with our tastes and our values, our
hopes and our fears.

It is natural that some among us,

surveying the impasse into which we have
got ourselves, might well be tempted to
look up to the stars in the hope that someone
wiser than we are might arrive one day from
there and give us all the easy answers.

If there be any truth in the ancient story
that the inhabitants of Magonia, unlike
men, do not possess the possibility of
developing immortal souls and therefore
are anxious to acquire such by mating with
us and mingling their life-stream with ours,
what moment could be more propitious to
them for achieving their purpose than now?

∞

Editor's Note:
Gordon Creighton, MA, FRGS, FRAS,
British diplomat, civil servant, linguist and
UFO enthusiast, died on 16 July 2003,
aged ninety-five.  He was a regular reader
of  and contr ibu tor  to  Fly ing  Saucer
R e v i e w from its inception in 1955, and he
later sat on the journal's board and was its
editor from 1982 until his death.  His obit-
uary can be read at  the F S R w e b s i t e ,
http://www.fsr.org.uk.  

Flying Saucer Review is now celebrat-
ing half a century of publication.  The
entire F S R archive is now available on a
series of CDs at £10.00 each.  To obtain
these or back copies or to subscribe to
this quarterly journal, visit the F S R w e b-
s i te,  h t tp : / /www.fsr .org .uk ,  email
Lunula9@aol.com or wri te  to  FSR
Publications Ltd, Post Office Box 585,
Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 1YJ, UK.  
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"Looks like they decided to leave the whole Twin Towers site problem to market forces."


